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Direction Tendency Analysis on

Chinese Derogatory and Commendatory Words
LI Bin, CHEN Xiaohe

Abstract: This paper makes a tentative analysis on the derogatory and
commendatory (DC) direction tendency of Chinese DC words. A total number of 1015
words are classified into nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs and manually
analyzed to identify their DC direction tendency under the frame of syntax component,
valence, syntax semantic role and the trigram of holder—attitude——object.
Research shows that two—valence-words have 2 kinds of direction tendencies, namely
the speaker’ s attitude towards the agent and the agent’ s attitude towards the
patient. Findings in this paper can be applied to determine the semantic orientation
of sentences and texts, and to solve some problems in machine translation, language
teaching and dictionary compilation

Keywords: derogatory and commendatory direction tendency; semantic

computation; semantic analysis; valence
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